
Message from the Commander

Cannot believe we are one third of the way to the 
end of our Legion year!

Then I look at the great travels we have had, the 
super Legion family members we have met and all 
the activities that our Posts are undertaking and I 
smile…this Thanksgiving Day, we all have much for 
which to be grateful.

Please know that all the work you are putting into our 
Legion family and our activities are truly appreciated 
and also know that your Commander is here for you 
and yours.

Across our State, we had numerous activities in and around Veterans Day and 
everyone involved should be very proud of the end results. Please share your 
hard work with our Legion Times and let’s get the work passed up the chain to 
National. We have several Posts and Public Relations folks at all levels and this 
Commander would love for our higher ups to see how innovative and creative we 
Texans are!

December is yet another busy month for all veterans, and our Legion family 
reaches out across all lines to be part of community ceremonies and parades. 
Participation on the roads or in schools allow us to wear the cover and spread 
the word of who we are and what we do. Statistics are showing numbers 
dropping when it comes to our young citizens looking to wear the uniform so 
WE need to shake it up a bit! If you think of a project your Commander needs 
to be in on, do not hesitate to contact me!

May your holidays be blessed with love, fellowship and service, and know our 
American Legion of Texas is here to serve each of us. May the joy of the season 
be with each of you.

Gerry Hince
Department Commander
hince57@yahoo.com
(817)266-6893 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Well this past month was a busy month with Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Day. 
I want to reach out to everyone and let them know Be The One to reach out to our 
veterans and their family and all of our friends. Be that one person. You never know 
who needs that extra call from someone.

I was invited by two young ladies to come to their school for a Veterans breakfast. I 
can sit with them and talk about my time in the Army. I was touched by them for the 
invite. Then at 11 am we will had a program at Post 618.

Be sure and have a wonderful Holiday, and again reach out to people. You never know 
who needs that call. I hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. Prayers go out to everyone.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY  
- AMEN
Jeanette Merritt
Department State Chaplain
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On November 9th 2022, American Legion 
Post 159 in Bryan Texas dedicated a his-
torical marker honoring over 100 years of 
service. Past Post Commander Tom Marty 
and Legionnaire Steve Beachy began the 
project in 2018. Legionnaire Beachy was 
the retired director of the parks depart-
ment for the City of College Station. He 
also serves on the Brazos Valley veteran’s 
memorial board. These two legionnaires 
came together and started work on 
completing a history of the post. Once the 
history was gathered, Legionnaire Beachy 
complied that history into an application 
and presentation that was submitted to 
the Brazos Valley Historical commission. The 
commission chaired by 
Henry Mayo, reviewed the 
application and approved 
it to be forward to the 
State of Texas Historical 
commission for further 
review and approval. 
After several months Post 
159 was notified by the 
state of Texas that their 
application was approved.  
Then Covid-19 arrived 

and the project was placed on hold, due 
to supply chain issues and the state 
contracting with a new foundry. After 
several years of anticipation. The maker 
arrived at the post. It was decided 
that the maker would be dedicated on 
November 9th, in honor of Earl Graham 
whom the post is named after. Lt. Cyrus 
Earle Graham who lost his life in France 
on November 9th 1918 in an airplane 
crash. As stated by Post Commander 
Dale Hutchcraft. Lt. Graham was 
un-married and had no children. It is 
the members of Post 159 that are his 
family and through these Legionnaires 
he will always be remembered.      

Post 159 Historical Marker

https://www.txlegion.org 
mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=


Do you have an article or news announcement to share with 
the rest of the Department of Texas? If so, please follow 
these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or as a text 
file (.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF. 

• The ideal word count for our format is 200 - 500 words.

• Give your article a TITLE! Create a HEADLINE and save 
with a proper file name so we can easily recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are 
just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos and/or artwork for your article separately 
in your email. DO NOT simply embed in your Word or PDF file. 
Larger photos are best, and high resolution JPG files of 300 
dpi or better are preferred. Please name these files accordingly 
so we can track them along with your article. 

• Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding photo 
captions, name of the photographer, etc. Please note that 
due to spacing and layout requirements, we may not be 
able to use every photo submitted.

• Please spell check everything! Especially people’s names, 
web addresses, etc. We do our best to catch typos, and 
make corrections, but sometimes they still slip by. You can 
help us greatly by simply running the spell check function in 
your word processing software.

• We PUBLISH on our Website on the FIRST FRIDAY of the 
Month, with few exceptions. E-mail everything directly to 
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month, for it to ap-
pear in the following issue. This way we have plenty of time 
to work with in case we need to clarify anything with you. 

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you continue 
to help us grow and improve The Legion Times!
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Celebrating Veterans Day; A Castroville Tradition 
Expert Discusses Veteran Suicide Risk Reduction

As it has for decades, Weiss-Wurzbach American Legion Post 460 
continued its tradition of hosting the annual Veterans Day celebration 
in Castroville.  Joe McClane, a fellow veteran and host of the nationally 
syndicated radio show “Catholic Drive Time”, showcased his flair for 
entertainment as Master of Ceremonies. In attendance was a collection 
of civic, church, and community leaders, including Castroville Mayor Darrin 
Schroeder who gave welcoming remarks. The fanfare of singing by students 
from the two local elementary schools and patriotic music by the Medina 
Valley H.S. band delighted the standing room only audience. 
  
Before introducing the guest speaker, Post Commander Jerome Iltis 
took the occasion to emphasize that a veteran’s service to our country 
doesn’t end after discharge from active military duty; rather, it continues 
while serving on active civilian duty. He explained that veterans collectively 
serve their country by virtue of serving their local communities. To make 
his point, he stated that the former mayors of Castroville are the perfect 
example of a veteran’s continued service. There have been 26 mayors 
dating back to 1947. Noteworthy is the fact that seventeen of the former 
mayors served in the military, ten of them being Legionnaires, and four 
of them being Past Commanders of Post 460. Commander Iltis recognized 
five of those former veteran-mayors who were in attendance. They received 
a rousing ovation from the crowd.

The guest speaker for the event was Fr. Steven G. Rindahl, DMin, a 
veteran who continues to serve his own community in very big ways. A 
retired U.S. Army Chaplain and veteran of the war in Iraq, Fr. Steve is 
the founder and director of the pilgrimage for combat veterans named 
Warriors on the Way.  Fr. Steve delivered a speech that explained the 
unique place the American veteran holds in the world, with a willingness 
to go to any part of the world for the sake of defending those who cannot 
defend themselves. He captivated the audience with his reminder that 
such sacrificial service comes at a cost, namely PTSD and Moral Injury. 
He further explained that the cost is currently overwhelming our official 
services and agencies set up to assist veterans with their needs.  
“This is why,” Fr. Steve explained, “community-based organizations 
such as the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the USO 

are crucially important.  There is, however, more work to be done.”  
He highlighted the many grassroots organizations that have been 
started over the years since the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan began 
– each working to keep veterans from falling through the cracks by 
providing services and opportunities for veterans that the official 
channels cannot provide.  

Warriors on the Way (www.WarriorsOnTheWay.org) is one such  
organization. Its purpose is to put combat veterans on the path to 
healing. The 501c3 charity is designed to raise funds and sponsor 
combat veterans to make the pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago 
in Spain. By #WalkingOffTheWar, Fr. Steve found that the mind, body, 
spirit, and soul are given the opportunity to heal from the damage 
caused by war.  Its success rate in lowering the experience of PTSD and 
Moral Injury symptoms has been truly remarkable. This has a had a 
direct impact on improving the quality of life for the veterans who have 
participated. As a result, it has reduced the risk of veteran suicide. Fr. 
Steve implored, “I encourage you to find the organization which fits 
your personal ethos, whether it be Warriors on the Way or another 
organization doing this vital work, and support them through your 
prayers and financial donations.”  Fr. Steve’s message was well 
received by all in attendance. 
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Serving as Master of Ceremonies, radio personality Joe McClane charmed the 
audience with his lighthearted humor and wit.  (Photos by Olivia Stone.)

Guest speaker Fr. Steven G. Rindahl shared his expertise on Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder and Moral Injury, offering his deep insight into their causes and 
their remedies.  



Legionnaires Support Annual Spirit of America Dinner 
Story and photos by: Legionnaire Edward Jones, Post Service Officer 

SAN ANTONIO – (Nov. 9, 2022) – Legionnaires of Fred Brock American 
Legion Post No. 828 and Prince Hall Shriners of Moussa Temple No. 106 
volunteered in support of the 2022 Spirit of America Dinner, the premiere 
event of Celebrate America’s Military, at the Tobin Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

The dinner, presented by Texas A&M University-San Antonio, is attended annually 
by over 500 military personnel from all branches of service, as well as business 
and civic leaders from across Military City USA. 

The evening included a cocktail reception, an elegant dinner and entertainment 
from the Air Force Band of the West.

Those in attendance had the pleasure of hearing from retired U.S. Air Force 
Gen. Tod D. Wolters, former commander, U.S. European Command and 
NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR), who served as the 
event’s keynote speaker.  

According to Post 828 Commander Burrell Parmer having Legionnaires 
volunteer at the event not only provided an opportunity for Post 828 to give 
back, but also provided another opportunity to increase awareness of The 
American Legion and its pillar programs.

“Fred Brock Post 828 is taking every opportunity to be visible in our veteran 
community,” said Parmer.  “With a large military presence in the city, it is 
only fitting that we support the Spirit of America Dinner.”

Special thanks to Lori Stinson and the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce 
for allowing the Post 828 and the Shriners to provide a service to the military 
community. 

San Antonio is home to one of the largest concentrations of military bases in the United States and is home to the Department 
of Defense’s largest medical center at Joint Base San Antonio Fort Sam Houston.
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 Post 828 Service Officer Edward Jones (right), joined by a San 
Antonio Chamber of Commerce volunteer, checks in Marines at the 

Spirit of America Dinner.

 Post 828 Commander Burrell Parmer (left) and 
Legionnaire/Disabled American Veterans Commander 

Luis Baez volunteered as registrars at the annual 
Spirit of America Dinner.



American Legion Post 174 Joins the Field of Honor Opening Ceremony
Submitted by BJ MacMillan, Commander, Post 174

6

On November 6, American Legion 
Post 174 marched in the opening 
ceremony of the Georgetown Field 
of Honor. Two of our Troop 151 
Scouts carried our Legion Colors 
and Colors for the MOWW (Military 
Order of World Wars). 

The Post Commander presented 
Post 174 Coins to the two Scouts 
who carried the colors for the two 
veteran organizations. It was a 
great privilege to represent the 
American Legion in this annual 
event honoring Veterans. 
Pictured Right: Corwin Diaz, Troop 151 Senior Patrol 
Leader, and Cameron Taylor, Troop 151’s newest 
Eagle Scout. 



American Legion Post 569 Veterans Day Army Luncheon 
Submitted by Ken Cox, TX Dist 12 Historian

After participating in the Veterans Day Parade in Fort Worth (in the rain) participants from the Army, Texas Army 
National Guard and Texas Guard all enjoyed lunch hosted by South Fort Worth American Legion Post 569.  
Guests included the 1st Cavalry Division, Horse Cavalry Detachment (active duty Army) from Fort Hood, the 36th 
Infantry Division Band (Texas Army National Guard) from Camp Mabry, LTC Richard Crossley, Jr. USA (ret), Director 
FWISD JROTC Programs and the parade Grand Marshal MG Anthony Woods, Commanding General of the Texas 
State Guard, leader of the premier state guard force in the nation.  

The post provided a warm place to dry off out of the wind and by all accounts, a wonderful meal for the soldiers 
before traveling back to home station.

Link to La Gran Plaza de Fort Worth video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ycf0OTAx7Ug

The 103rd Annual Veterans Day Parade is hosted by the City of 
Fort Worth, produced and directed by the Tarrant County Veterans 
Council (TCVC).  Tammy Hernandez, Post 569 Commander is a 
member of the TCVC Parade Committee and Coordinator Terry  
Alger is a TCVC Director and member of the Post 516 Family.  
Food prepared by the Post 569 Family and La Gran Plaza de Fort 
Worth https://lagranplazamall.com/
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1st Cavalry playing with Terry in the rain and 
at Post 569 with the Post Commander and 
Auxiliary President.

1st Cavalry and 36th Infantry Division Band at lunch

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ycf0OTAx7Ug
https://lagranplazamall.com/


H-E-B Operation Appreciation supports Fred Brock Post 828 on Veterans Day 
Story and photos by:  Legionnaire Edward S. Jones, Post Service Officer

SAN ANTONIO – (Nov. 11, 2022) – More than 200 veterans 
and their family members gathered at Fred Brock American 
Legion Post No. 828 to honor all who served in the U.S. 
Armed Forces on Veteran Day. 

Annually, Post 828 hosts a ceremony to honor those who 
served and are continuing to serve in the greatest military 
force in the world. 

This year, H-E-B Operation Appreciation hosted a True Texas 
BBQ luncheon at the conclusion of the ceremony.

H-E-B Operation Appreciation is a companywide campaign 
created to honor the brave men and women of the U.S. 
Armed Forces — men and women who are H-E-B partners 
and customers, friends, and family. 

“We are very grateful for the meals and volunteers provided 
by H-E-B Operation Appreciation,” said Post 828 Commander 
Burrell Parmer, a Marine veteran. “It felt great to know that 
local businesses such as H-E-B gives back to veterans in 
its area of operations. We are looking forward to future 
partnerships with H-E-B.”

During the ceremony, Jerry Johnson, H-E-B’s Top Store 
Leader SA7, San Antonio Region and member of the San 
Antonio Veterans PRG Chapter, provided remarks and 
presented Post 828 with a $5,000 donation in support of 
its annual Project Shoes program. 

“In contributing time, talent and financial support, H-E-B 
recognizes and appreciates the dedication and sacrifices 

service members make on behalf of the nation,” said 
Johnson.

Project Shoes is part of the post’s Children & Youth program, 
which raises funds to purchase new shoes for high school 
students within the post’s area of responsibility.

“This totally caught all by surprise,” said Parmer, who 
presented a certificate to Johnson announcing H-E-B 
Operation Appreciation and San Antonio Veterans PRG 
Chapter as the platinum sponsor of the post’s 75th 
Diamond Anniversary Celebration.  “As the saying goes, 
it takes a village.”

The keynote speaker for the program was fellow Legionnaire 
and retired Air Force Lt. Col. Mary L. Wooldridge who delivered 
a resounding speech. 
 
Near the conclusion of the ceremony, Parmer recognized 
Legionnaire and retired U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. William E. 
Woods, who served as post commander from 1989 to 1990.  
The Korean and Vietnam War veteran was presented 
with a certificate of 40 years of membership in The 
American Legion.

To close out the ceremony, members stood proudly as their 
service song was played. Afterwards they gathered in front 
of the post’s Veterans Wall of Honor for photos.

Fred Brock Post No. 828’s mission is to enhance the well-
being of San Antonio’s veterans, their families, the military, 
and the community by its devotion to mutual helpfulness.
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American Legion Post 174 Celebrates Veterans Day  
Submitted by BJ MacMillan, Commander, Post 174

On Veterans Day, November 11, 2022, American Legion Post 174 helped celebrate Veterans Day at two 
local senior living communities. Certificates of Honor were presented along with U.S. Flags to the Veterans. 
Several Post members attended the Veterans Day Ceremonies. First was The Oaks Gracious Retirement 
Living Center. There were seventeen veterans honored 
at this ceremony. Second was The Delaney Senior 
Living Community where forty-three veterans were 
honored. One Veteran caught the attention of the 
Post Commander. Jack Kirby was an Army paratrooper 
as is the Commander. They talked about Airborne 
School and how it had changed. Jack learned to pack 
his own parachute and said everyone paid attention 
to that part of the training. By the time the Commander  
attended Airborne School, there were riggers to pack 
the parachutes. It was an honor to recognize the 
Veterans!
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L-R: Donna Meccia, Auxiliary Unit 174 member, Michael Meccia, Chaplain, Post 174 and BJ MacMillan, Commander, Post 174

Jack Kirby, Army Paratrooper, and BJ MacMillan, Army paratrooper.



13th Annual Reindeer Express was held November 13th 2022 at Post 573 in Harker Heights, TX
Submitted by Shirley Platt, Historian, 11th District and Post 133, Temple TX

For 13 years American Legion Riders and 
Post 573, in Harker Heights, along with other 
organizations have been gathering donations 
and putting on events to raise money for Santa’s 
Workshop on Fort Hood. Santa’s Workshop 
provides gifts to children of in need families 
assigned to Fort Hood. The cost to maintain an 
organization like Santa’s Workshop continues 
to grow and depends on donations from people, 
businesses, and a variety of organizations. A 
total of 1,800 children will receive gifts this year 
thanks to this program.

Legion Riders from Post 573, Post 55 and Post 273 gathered at 
Post 133 in Temple to kick off their ride to Harker Heights. After 
a wonderful lunch was served, American Legion Rider Director 
“Wrench” took the podium to receive the numerous donations that 
were presented. After all donations were added up, a total of over 
$58,000 was presented to Santa’s Workshop at Fort Hood. 
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Legionnaires of the “Mighty” 20th District attend Veteran Day Activities  
Story by: Burrell Parmer, Post 828 Commander

SAN ANTONIO – (Nov. 14, 2022) – Numerous Legionnaires from posts within the “Mighty” 20th District attended events 
in honor of veterans in Military City USA, Nov. 10 - 12.

On Nov. 10, during the City Council “A session”, Legionnaires, members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Marines, and 
other attendees witnessed a cake cutting ceremony to honor the 247th Birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Following the ceremony, members of Centennial Post No. 
284 and Fred Brock Post No. 828 journeyed to the campus of 
Palo Alto College for its first in-person Veterans Day Ceremony 
since November 2019.

A portion of the ceremony included the traditional U.S. 
Marine Corps Cake-Cutting Ceremony in additional to each 
veteran receiving a Veterans Day memento. 

During the ceremony, Post 284 Adjutant Eddie De La Garza 
presented a certificate of service to retired Marine Captain 
and Post 284 Service Officer Vincent Bosquez who serves as 
the college’s Veterans Affairs senior coordinator.

On Nov. 11. Legionnaires, veterans, and active-duty service 
members attended the Bexar County Buffalo Soldiers  
Association’s annual Veterans Day Ceremony at the San 
Antonio National Cemetery.  The keynote speaker was  
Maj. Gen. William Thigpen, commanding general of U.S. 
Army South. 
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San Antonio Mayor, the Hon. Ron Nirenberg poses with Marines after the cake-cutting ceremony to celebrate the 247th Birthday of  
the U.S. Marine Corps during the City Council “A session” held at City Hall. (Photo by:  Fred Gonzales/CoSA)

(L-R) Centennial Post No. 284 Past Commander Hank Newkirk, Post 284 
Adjutant Eddie De La Garza, and Fred Brock Post No. 828 Commander 
Burrell Parmer attended the annual Veterans Day Ceremony hosted by 

Palo Alto College. (Photo by Marilyn Newkirk)



Next Generation American Legion Commanders Poised to Reach More Veterans
Boomer X, Millennials, and Generation Z Vets Answering the Call

Submitted by Andy Valadez, 22nd District Public Relations Officer

Houston, Texas (November 16, 2022) – The American Legion is the largest and 
oldest veterans organization comprised of war time veterans, representing 103 
years of service with nearly 2 million members representing 12,000 posts 
supporting four key missions called “Pillars” – Veterans and Rehabilitation, 
Americanism, National Security, and Children and Youth. 

Its fingerprints can be found in our communities with its established programs 
and volunteer activities. It has an organizational structure and process for taking 
initiatives from idea to national adoption at either the local post, district, division, 
state, regional, and national vote.  However, each member is equal in the eyes of 
the membership, and it does not recognize former rank. 

Commanders of posts work hard to rally and inspire their members to engage and 
support their local communities, and they all deserve recognition for their selfless 
dedication.  

U.S. Navy veteran Hector Giron is a newly installed Commander of the Spring 
Branch American Legion Post 654 and is part of the 22nd District Department of 
Texas American Legion representing 12 posts and 4,500 members from Katy to 
South of I-10 to Pasadena.  He represents the next generation of younger vets (a 
member of the Millennial generation) setting new standards and horizons linking 
the Greatest Generation and others to the present – passing the baton.  

https://youtu.be/f0XhJj31o4Q (6:00 min.)

“My vision for American Legion Post 654 is to have a place for active duty, veterans, 
wounded warriors, and their families can call home. I’m tired of veterans organizations 
being only seen as places that offer cheap beer and bingo. My goal is to show that 
there is more that we can do for vets and the community,” said Commander Giron. 

He has served the Lone Star Veterans Association, Wounded Warrior Project, The 
Mission Continues, Operation Turkey- Houston (Board), Lions Club International- Houston, Rotary Club of Houston Area Vets, Houston LiveStock 
Show and Rodeo - Armed Forces Appreciation Committee, Houston Military Affairs Committee (HMAC), Houston Livestock and Rodeo (Armed Forces 
Appreciation Committee), and Veterans Of Foreign Wars (VFW), all while balancing his own life and being happily married to his wife Cynthia (16 
years) and raising four wonderful girls.  

“The growth and relevance of the legion is dependent on the next generation of veterans and its leadership,” says Army Veteran James “Jim” 
McGuire, 22nd District Department of Texas American Legion Commander.  

Under Commander Hector’s influence in less than a year with the American Legion he has organized a bus trip to New Orleans with WW2 Veterans 
to see their museum, recognition of veterans at the Astros games and home games and at the World Series games 1 and 2, other sports initiatives, 
rallying volunteers to provide food for 8,500 Houstonians via Operation Turkey, and more.  His leadership has brought media attention, individual 
and corporate sponsorship, influence, and support for a variety of causes affecting the veteran community.

To review a complete schedule of activity of the 22nd District Department of Texas American Legion Post, please visit 
www.LegionDist22.com

Commander Hector Giron Biography

Hector giron was born and raised in Spring Branch, Houston, TX on May 5, 1983. Son to 2 Guatemalan immigrant 
parents Rolando and Hermelinda Giron and oldest brother to Alex, Pedro, and Anderson Giron. He attended elementary 
(Valley Oaks), Middle school (Spring Woods), and High School (Northbrook Senior High), in the Spring Branch area of 
Houston. After High school he enlisted in the United States Navy where I served for 4 years as an Aviation Ordanceman 
onboard the world’s first nuclear powered aircraft carrier, USS Enterprise (CVN-65) and did 2 deployments (06’ and 07’) 
in the Middle East in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. After his time in the service 
came to an end I returned home and ended up getting my Associates Of Arts- Field of Study- Speech Communication and 
got involved with numerous veteran organizations in the greater Houston area. 
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https://youtu.be/f0XhJj31o4Q (6:00 min.)
https://www.LegionDist22.com 


Gold Star Memorial Dedication Ceremony in McGregor, TX – November 5, 2022
Submitted by Shirley Platt, Historian, 11th District and Post 133, Temple TX

The Gold Star symbol began during World War I, at the start of the 
American involvement in 1917.  Military families displayed service flags 
featuring a blue star for every immediate family member serving in 
the Armed Forces.  In 1918, President Wilson allowed grieving military 
mothers to wear a traditional black armband featuring a gold star.  Soon 
after, it was approved for families who lost a loved one in the war to 
cover the blue star on the service flag with a gold one, hence the term, 
“Gold Star Family.”  Individual military family members who lost a loved 
one are also referred to as “Gold Star Wives,” “Gold Star Mothers,” etc.  

In 1947 National Garden Clubs (NCG) adopted a marker to designate 
Blue Star Memorial Highways.  There are more than 70,000 miles of 
highway designated as Blue Star Memorial Highways across the United 

States, including Hawaii and Alaska.  Over 3,000 markers have been 
dedicated.  

In May of 2015 Gold Star Families joined the NGC Blue Star Memorial 
Program.  As of this date, in McGregor, TX, at Post #273, there are now 
5 Gold Star Markers in Texas, and over 100 markers across the country.

This is a worthy program that needs to be closely looked at in all  
communities across our nation. How better to honor the families of our 
military service members who gave all for our country?

If you are interested in finding out more about this program, please 
contact your local Garden Club.
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Post 828 Assists Families of Local Elementary Schools
Story by:  Post 828 Staff

SAN ANTONIO – (Nov. 19, 2022) – To assist local families on the 
East Side during the holiday season, Legionnaires, Unit Auxiliary, 
and Sons of the American Legion of Fred Brock American Legion 
Post No. 828 donated $1,500 in H-E-B gift cards to 30 families 
of students attending Booker T. Washington Elementary, Nov. 16, 
and Dorie Miller Academy, Nov. 17. 

According to Post Commander Burrell Parmer, the post’s Children 
& Youth Program is guided by three main objectives: to strengthen 
the family unit, work with quality organizations that provide services 
for children, and provide communities with well-rounded programs 
that meet the needs of young people.

The post strongly supports traditional family values, assistance 
for at-risk children and activities that promote their healthy and 
wholesome development.

“We are happy to be able to assist some of our young students 
and their families in our community with some funds to have 
a good Thanksgiving Day meal,” said Parmer.  “Many of us are 
blessed, and we should bless others as well.”  

According to Martha Ortega, a school counselor at Dorie Miller 

Academy, the school is thankful for the donations.

“Partnering with organizations, such as The American Legion, 
is how we all can work together and meet the needs of our 
students,” said Ortega.  “This is going to give them a much 
brighter Thanksgiving Holiday.”

“Special thanks to H-E-B for its sponsorship and to the Post 828 
family for their monetary donations,” said Parmer. 

Dorie Miller Elementary was originally opened as W.W. White 
School No. 2 in 1947 to serve the African-American children who 
lived in the Lincolnshire community. 

It was named after Doris “Dorie” Miller, a U.S. Navy Sailor who on 
Dec. 7, 1941, while serving aboard USS West Virginia (BB-48), 
distinguished himself by courageous conduct and devotion to duty 
during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  He was awarded the 
Navy Cross for his actions on this occasion. 

Fred Brock Post No. 828’s mission is to enhance the well-being 
of San Antonio’s veterans, their families, the military, and the 
community by its devotion to mutual helpfulness.
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Post 21 Leads the Effort to have The Colony Recognized as a Purple Heart City
Submitted by Patricia A. Zuczek, Adjutant, Holley-Riddle Post 21

American Legion Holley-Riddle Post 21 was instrumental in fulfilling the goal of having the city of The Colony, 
TX officially proclaimed as a Purple Heart City on November 12, 2022.   

On the main stage at the annual American Heroes Festival, surrounded by nearly three thousand appreciative local 
residents, Mayor Richard Boyer and Department of Texas Commander of the Military Order of the Purple Heart, 
Tracey L. Brown-Greene presented proclamations stating,  “the city of The Colony recognizes and appreciates the 
sacrifices of all Purple Heart recipients in defending our freedom and acknowledges those men and women for their 
courage by showing our support and honor.”

Members of The Colony city council assembled with 
the Mayor to witness the signing.  All veterans in the 
audience were invited to come up to the stage to view 
this significant honor.   

When a city is named a Purple Heart City, its leaders 
and the community accept a greater commitment to 
support and respect Purple Heart recipients and all 
veterans who served our country. Post 21 is grateful 
for the patronage given to veterans by The Colony and 
we are also challenged to continue to be the front runners 
in building bridges between our veterans and our esteemed 
community.
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American Legion Howard Gardner Post 85 Veterans Day Parade 
Submitted by Brian Alston, Post 85 Commander

Thanks to all the sponsors, parade committee, City of 
Palestine, Palestine PD, who helped make this year’s 
Annual Veterans Day Parade a success.This year our 
Grand Marshals were two local veterans Mr. Marion 
Hartman, Navy WWII, and Mr. Willard Stallings, Army 
WWII. 

We had a great participation for the parade. We had 
many decorated cars, bands, trucks, military vehicles, 
floats, and a Texas tradition of horses. Our parade 
judges this year were local veteran businessmen. 

We would like to thank all the spectators who ventured 
out on such a cold morning to honor all veterans of this 
great nation. 

Freedom is not free and we want to ensure that 
veterans who have fallen are not forgotten.

American Legion Howard Gardner Post 85
601 Armory Road
PO Box 264
Palestine, Texas 75802
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The Anderson-Shiro High School Student 
Council honored Grimes County veterans 
with the Veterans Day breakfast. The 
students served over 30 veterans and 
their families. 

Nearby Anderson Elementary School 
second graders performed patriotic 
songs during the meal. After the meal 
the student body assembled in gym for 
a Veterans Day program which culminated 
with each veteran being presented a red 
rose. 

American Legion McCluskey Post 640 
legionnaires had the honor of presenting 
the Colors during a recent Veterans Day 
program held at Anderson-Shiro High 
School. 

Pictured are legionnaires Rudy Hambroski 
and Herman Bergbauer. The annual event 
was preceded by a breakfast served by 
the high school student council.

HIGH SCHOOL SERVES BREAKFAST TO LOCAL VETERANS
Submitted by Steve Storey, Commander, American Legion McCluskey Post 640
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com
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