
Message from the Commander 

I first want to thank every single Legionnaire 
that supported me over the past two years as I 
campaigned for State Commander. I am grateful 
for all the kind words of encouragement and will 
take every effort to make this organization the 
best it can be. I was elected on July 11, 2021 at 
the State Convention in Austin, Texas. 

The next year of my tenure will be based 
on the platform Legion Strong. Strong is an 
anagram meaning Strength through recruiting 
our neighbors = growth. With the passing of 
the Legion Act two years ago we can now enlist 
every single veteran that served since December 
7, 1941 to date. We do not have to ask when 
you served but did you serve. This should bring 
the numbers back to where we can take Texas 
back to the top of membership. I am asking 
every Post to start calling members now and 
focus on retention. Our retention has fallen 
over the past year. We have lost over 9000 members that did not renew for the year 
2021. This is very discouraging and puts a strain on the budget for next year. Our 
budget is based on membership and if that lags so does our funds for programs, 
training and revitalization efforts. I have tasked every District Commander in the 
State to focus on training of programs. We need to get training back to the Post 
level where every single legionnaire can learn the importance of programs and the 
benefits of them in the community. We can only grow membership if the Post is 
visible and active in their community. Programs are the reasons I joined and still 
stay active in the Legion. This past year was hard on some of our programs and 
we need to get them going again. American Legion Baseball was postponed last 
summer but the tournament is back this year.

In closing, I would encourage all Posts to look at the past year and ask yourself, 
“What could we have done differently? Could we have made a better effort of 
checking on our members? Could we have still promoted our image during the 
pandemic?” I believe that The American Legion is the greatest organization in 
the World and hope each of you feel the same. I ask for your help and let us work 
together to make a difference.

Bret Watson
State Commander
The American Legion
Department of Texas
Legion Strong
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Greetings from Bryan to all our Lone Star American Legion 
family!

Our recent State Conference was in a new setting with a full 
schedule and our Legion family adjusted to new elevators, 
new stairs, new places to eat and great workshops, committee 
meetings and general sessions across the board. A new location 
but the same great body of Legion family members made for a 
busy five days but Commander Perkins and his team led the way 
and a two-year term ended on a high note.

Special thanks to Chaplain Robert Harvey for his service 
to our Legion for two years and words of praise to Auxiliary 
Chaplain Jean Gori, SAL President Eddie Seegers and our 
wonderful Juniors for our traditional Joint Memorial Service. 

My thanks to OUR new Commander Bret Watson for asking 
me to serve as State Chaplain this year. It is truly a gift and 
an opportunity for me to work with OUR Legion Family to bring 
us closer in our faith lives in OUR American Legion activities.

Chaplains - at all levels - now is the time to take a piece of paper 
(yes, I do work with pencil and paper!) and outline special services 
for your Post, District and Division. If you write them down, you can 
schedule planning them and sharing ideas! Things like 911, 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving, Four Chaplains and dates that 
are special to YOUR Legion family. Please share questions 
and activities so I can too and do not hesitate to ask for help 
or to tell me when you think I am off base!

I will share names you would like to be 
focus of prayers and know I am looking 
forward to growing with you.

Gerry Hince 
Department Chaplain
817 266-6893
hince57@msn.com
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Do you have an article or news announcement to 
share with the rest of the Department of Texas? If 
so, please follow these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit your text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or 
as a text file (.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF.

• Give your article a title! Create the headline 
and save with a proper file name so we can easily 
recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if 
you are just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos and/or artwork for articles 
separately (NOT embedded in your text file) as high 
resolution JPGs, 300 dpi, or better. Please name 
these files accordingly so we can track them along 
with your article. 

Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding 
captions, name of the photographer, etc.

• Please spell check everything! Especially 
people’s names, web addresses, etc. We do our 
best to catch typos, but sometimes they still slip 
by. You can help us greatly here by simply running 
your spell check function in your word processing 
software.

• E-mail everything directly to times@txlegion.org 
by the 20th of every month, for it to appear in the 
following issue. This way we have plenty of time to 
work with in case we need to clarify anything with 
you.

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you 
continue to help us grow The Legion Times!

Bret Watson, Department Commander
Gene Toohey, Department Vice Commander
C.W. Sparks, National Executive Committeeman
Kenneth Mueller, Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
William West, Department Adjutant
Gerry Hince, Department Chaplain
Steve Cook, Department Treasurer
J.D. Langley, Department Judge Advocate
Al Alford, Department Historian
Willis Gray III, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Kimberly Biggerstaff, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms
Jeff Perkins, Immediate Past Department Commander  
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Edward Reyes, Department Service Officer
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Ron Peterson, Department Service Officer
Allen Sharp, Department Service Officer

DIVISION COMMANDERS 

Pete Eekhoff, 1st Division Commander
Gary Towers, 2nd Division Commander
Ricardo Hankerson, 3rd Division Commander  
B.J. Sieder, 4th Division Commander

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Timothy Slinkard, 1st District Commander
Tilford Thorkveen, 2nd District Commander  
Jack Lanier, 3rd District Commander
Jason Castleberry, 4th District Commander
W. S. Turner, 5th District Commander
Steve Kim, 6th District Commander  
Jeanette Merritt, 7th District Commander  
Richard Voorhies, 8th District Commander  
Richard Huntley, 9th District Commander  
Jay Jernigan, 10th District Commander  
Jim Lilley, 11th District Commander  
Joseph Campbell, 12th District Commander  
Darrell Hartley, 13th District Commander  
Jose Lopez, 14th District Commander  
Loren Pogue, 15th District Commander  
David Crozier, 16th District Commander  
Dan Robertson, 17th District Commander  
Lewis Field, 18th District Commander  
John Hafner, 20th District Commander  
George McHorse, 21st District Commander  
Harry Woodstrom, 22nd District Commander  
Jerome Iltis, 23rd District Commander
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Post 178  Pancake Breakfast

On Saturday, July 17th, Post 178 held a 
pancake breakfast for members and their 
families.  It was the first “get together” 
since the onset of COVID-19 and many 
attended.  Attendees enjoyed each other’s 
company and especially the pancakes and 
bacon grilled by longtime member Chef 
Marty Martel.  Many thanks to Korrie and 
Brett Ragsdale of Be Krafty Ent. Inc. and 
everyone that assisted with the food and 
refreshments preparations.
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2021 “America The Beautiful” Sweepstakes Winners

The “America The Beautiful” Sweepstakes drawing was held on July 2, 2021  
at the Department Headquarters in Austin, Texas.

Congratulations’ to the following winners:

Chef Marty Martel, USAF, Retired, cooked plenty of pancakes 
and bacon for a great turnout.
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American Legion Post 178 Helps Celebrate Independence Day
submitted by Ed Reed

The Post 178 Color Guard had the honor of presenting the Nation’s Colors during opening 
ceremonies of the ‘Party in the Plaza’ festivities at the Frisco Freedom Fest on July 4 in the 
City Hall Plaza. In addition to live entertainment, The Taste of Frisco featured more than 
twenty local restaurants.

Post 178 also staffed a recruiting booth in the ‘Patriotic Vender Village’ which included 
more than twenty local entities. Besides discussing membership opportunities, miniature 
American flags were freely given to village attendees. Scouts from BSA Troop 178 also 
attended and assisted. 

Festivities concluded 
with one of the largest 
fireworks shows in 
North Texas.

(L – R) Veterans Ted Ruybal and 
Fred Rogers staffed a recruiting 
booth in the Patriotic Vendor Village. 
Photo by Eric Bonar.

(L – R) Color Guard members Terry Gilbert, John Ricca, Fred Rogers, Larry Wilhelm, Norm Burgess, and Ted Ruybal. Photo by Eric Bonar.
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Children and Youth, a Pillar of The American Legion

As members of The American Legion, we all know that Children and Youth is one of the Four Pillars, but do we know 
what Children and Youth really is? The American Legion Children and Youth Department Chairman Program Guide 
describes it as follows: 

“In the years after the American Legion’s founding, members realized that neglect of family and child welfare 
problems affected disabled veterans’ rehabilitation. Following a year of careful study, the organization adopted the 
American Legion Child Welfare program in 1924.

Established a year later, in 1925, the American Legion National Child Welfare Division put forward the “Whole Child” 
plan, stating that the child of every veteran “should have a home … health, education, character, and opportunity.” Its 
three principles are: 

Strengthen the family unit against the forces of a more complex society. The Legion recognizes that the most normal 
environment for children is at home with his or her own parents. Our efforts have always been directed toward keeping 
the family together.

Extend support to sound organizations and facilities that provide services for children and youth. The Legion 
always acts in a supplementary capacity rather than duplicating the efforts of existing agencies.

Maintain a well-rounded program that meets the needs of today’s young people. This third principle provides elasticity 
to address all matters of child health and child welfare and affirms the Legion’s commitment to all children.” 

Some of the current Programs are The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation, Child Suicide Prevention, Hallow-
een Safety, Temporary Financial Assistance, Children and Youth Month, and National Family Week. 

The key to ensuring that your Post has an effective Children and Youth Program is understanding what it really is. The 
above links are critical in this understanding. Each Post, District, Division, and Department should have a Children 
and Youth Chairman. Find out what your community needs from your Post and begin. The rest of the Legion Family 
can be an integral part of the Program. Remember, you do not have to reinvent the wheel. Your Post can Work within 
existing events in our community.

Once you have began your program, the next step is to 
document your successes. You document what your Post 
has done on the Consolidated Post Report (CPR). You 
also document your contributions to your community 
with the Children and Youth Post Narrative Report. This 
report is forwarded to your District and the Department 
Children and Youth Chairman for the period June 1 to 
May 31. 

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Danny Muth
Department of Texas
Children and Youth Chairman
210-248-4517
bigredintx@satx.rr.com

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/273ACY0219%20Children%20and%20Youth%20Chairmans%20Guide.pdf
https://www.legion.org/publications/160930/american-legion-child-welfare-foundation
https://www.legion.org/publications/160940/warning-signs
https://www.legion.org/publications/160936/make-halloween-fun-and-safe-night
https://www.legion.org/publications/160936/make-halloween-fun-and-safe-night
https://www.legion.org/publications/248285/temporary-financial-assistance
https://www.legion.org/publications/160931/april-children-youth-month
https://www.legion.org/publications/160937/national-family-week
mailto:bigredintx%40satx.rr.com?subject=
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Community Honors Former American Legion Post 178 Commander

Fred Rogers, former commander of 
American Legion Post 178, was honored 
by the Frisco City Council, Frisco ISD, 
and representatives of local state and 
federal government officials during a  
recent post membership meeting.  

Commander Rogers has been an American 
Legion member for the past 14 years. In 
2014, he was also a founding charter  
member of Post 178. 

As commander for the past seven years, 
the post membership has grown from 130 
to more than 600 members. During his 
tenure, Post 178 received the Texas Post 
Excellence Award for four consecutive 
years and the National Post Excellence 
Award for three consecutive years. He has 
also previously held numerous prestigious 
local and state positions, such as President 
- Frisco Veterans Advisory Council,  
Department of Texas - Vice Commander, and 
Chairman – Department of Texas Oratorical Scholarship Program. 

Attending the recognition program from the Frisco City Council were Mayor Pro Tem Bill 
Woodard and Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Brian Livingston. Others attending included Allison 
Miller, Director – FISD Community Relation;  Cierra Stanko – Wounded Warrior Fellow - 
Congressional District 26; Dodie Brigadier, Director – Constituent Services - Congressional 
District 4; Courtney Holt, District Director - State Senate District 12; and Melanie Marx,  
District Director - State Representative District 106. Post 178 Commander Rick Redden 
and former Adjutant Delbert Parsons also participated in the recognition program.

Former Commander Rogers will continue to be actively involved in post activities and 
planning as a member of the Post Executive Committee.

Frisco City Council Mayor Pro Tem Bill Woodard  presented a 
proclamation to Commander Fred Rogers for his dedicated 

service to the city and its veterans. Photo by Ed Reed.
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American Legion Post 178 Boys State 
Statesman Attends Boys Nation in Washington D.C.

Thomas Davies, an incoming senior at Wakeland High School, was recently selected, 
along with eighteen other delegates from Frisco ISD high schools and private schools, 
by American Legion Peter J Courcy Post 178 to attend Texas Boys State. All actively 
participated virtually and completed the week-long educational program of local and 
state government instruction to graduate as Texas Boys Statesmen.

Thomas was also selected 
as a senator from more than 
six hundred Texas Boys State 
delegates to attend the 2021 
American Legion Boys Nation 
in Washington, D.C. He was 
one of one hundred Boys Nation 
senators selected from more than 
20,000 Boys State Statesmen 
from across the nation. 

In Washington, Senators received 
an education on the structure and 
function of federal government,  
introduced legislation, organized party 
platforms and conventions, and participated in the election of officers. Senators were 
exposed to the proper method of handling bills according to U.S. Senate rules. The 
week of government training combined lectures and forums with visits to federal 
agencies, institutions, memorials, and historical spots in and around Washington. 
During a visit to Capitol Hill, Boys Nation Senators also met with elected officials 
from their home states.

Thomas Davies, a 2021 Boys Nation Senator, attended the event in 
Washington, D. C.
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Prepared and  
confident

Choose the medical alert service that has saved more lives  
than any other 

There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you 
Lifeline offers a range of choices to help you maintain 
your independence. Whether you need the go-any-
where protection of GoSafe* or the peace of mind 
offered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered. 

Special offer for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For 
new customers only. Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.

Endorsed by 
Your Department of 

The American Legion

http://www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services
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We Buy Houses!
•	 All	Cash
•	 Fast	Close
•	 As	Is	(no	repairs	

to	make)
•	 Estate
•	 Foreclosure
•	 No	commission	to	pay
•	 Best	price	for	

your	house

Call Mike
682-351-0040
rubycoproperties.com
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