
Well as they say, April showers bring May flowers. I’m 
in hopes that May will bring the Department of Texas 
100% of our national goal. We are so close to making 
100% two years in a row, something Texas hasn’t done 
in years. We need every Legionnaire to find the last few 
members that have not renewed and get them back on 
the team. This year our biggest problem is recruiting 
new members. Reach out to your friends and neighbors. 
If they are veterans, ask them to be part of the largest 
veterans’ organization in the world. Explain who we are 
and what we do. Let’s all work together and continue to 
grow the Department of Texas and the American Legion nationally.

Over the last month, I along with other Legionnaires have traveled to Washington 
DC and Austin to speak with our elected representatives. We carried the message 
of the American Legion and what we consider to be priorities for veterans. On the 
national level we talked about mental health and community care. Military quality of 
life, border security, and veteran homelessness.

In Austin, we strongly support SB1126/HB2032. This deals with ad valorem 
taxation for disabled veterans or their surviving spouse. Once again there 
are bills to change the Hazelwood Act. We are opposed to HB1867/
SB1338 and HB 2839. I asked you to reach out to your local representative 
and senator and express your concerns about what 
they are doing in Austin. If you would like a list of all 
the legislative priorities, please contact me or your 
district commander.

You may have recently received an email about a program 
called RISE study. I have spoken to Dr. Christina Marini 
about the study. This study has been in progress for over 
a year now, and it will end in December of 2025. She 
welcomes all veterans to be involved, no matter when you 
served or if you only served for one enlistment. Your part 
will last one week after an hour-long basic questionnaire. 
You need internet access, but on a case-by-case basis 
she will allow you to participate by phone. If you would like 
more information, please let me know. 

Tom Marty, Commander
American Legion, Department of Texas

Message from the Commander	            1

Membership Corner		             2

History of the American Legion	            2

2nd District Hosts 
Department Legion College		            4

Post 828 Celebrates 106th 
Birthday of The American Legion	            5

ALR Chapter 179 Fasching Run	            6

Post 21 Supports All Abilities 5k	            7

ALR Chapter 593 
20th Anniversary Rolling Run	     8 – 9

Post 828 Legionnaire Honored as 
San Antonio Veteran of the Year	          10

Post 21: Strength in Sisterhood —
Women Veterans’ Quarterly Gathering        11

Post 828 Legionnaire 
Presented with Quilt of Valor	          12

Do you have an article or 
announcement for 
The Legion Times?

If so, please send all 
submissions to  

times@txlegion.org  
by the 20th of every month  

to appear in the following issue.

Message from the Commander

CONTENTS

mailto:times%40txlegion.org%20%20?subject=Times%20Submission


 
The Legion Times

Volume 106, Issue 9 
April 2025

Executive Director
William West

Editor
G. Adams

Send all correspondence 
and submissions to:

The Legion Times
PO Box 140527

Austin, TX 78714
T: 512.472.4138 
F: 512.472.0603

www.txlegion.org 
E-mail: times@txlegion.org

The Legion Times assumes no 
responsibility for material 

submitted and reserves the right to 
edit any submissions. 

Editorial deadline is the 20th of every month 
for inclusion in the following month’s issue.  

We typically publish on the First Friday  
of each month, with few exceptions. 

Subscription is included in the annual 
American Legion, Department of Texas dues. 
Contact the American Legion, Department of 

Texas for extra copies, or copies for  
non-legionnaires.

The Legion Times
is the official publication of the 

American Legion  
Department of Texas

Member of:
American Legion Press Association
Texas American Legion Press Assoc.

Texas Press Association.

The Legion Times is published online 
12 times a year by the  

American Legion, 
Department of Texas

2

Team Texas has achieved commendable progress, with three of the four divisions 
reaching the 90% goal. Additionally, nine districts have met the 90% goal, five 
districts surpassed the 95% mark, and two achieved over 100%. However, the 
Department did not meet the National 90% target. We request that each member 
recruit one veteran to join the American Legion by May 1, 2025. Achieving this 
will ensure we surpass the 100% goal for the year. I have full confidence in Team 
Texas’s ability to accomplish this.

Texas remains in the top ten in membership standings. Until March 12, we held the 
leading position in the Southern Bloc, after which PR overtook us. Although we did not 
win the Big 12 race this year, two districts are currently competing in the Race for the 
Top, with an additional five districts potentially joining by the end of March.

We also require all Reconnect Forms to be submitted. If you have engaged with the 
National Guard, Reserves, or Recruiting Stations to promote The American Legion and 
its programs, please send the forms to Headquarters. Ensure your CPRs are submitted 
by the end of May, aiming for a complete 100% submission rate this year. Your District 
Commander should be reaching out regarding your CPR; if not, you should contact 
them directly. Remember, the goal is 100% by May 1, 2025.

Go for 2,
Chris Holt
Membership Chair
c.j.holt98@gmail.com

The American Legion Auxiliary adopted 
the poppy as the Memorial Flower 
of their organization. The selection 
of this particular flower in 1921 was 
unique and appropriate in that period 
because of the American war dead 
who lay in cemeteries in Europe, the 
area where poppies are both wild 
and domestic as well as abundant. 
It was there too, Legionnaires and 
Auxiliaries knew, that their buddies, 
husbands, brothers and sisters would 
sleep forever. 
 
Out there among the Legion and 
Auxiliaries there was the need for 
funds with which veteran rehabilitation 
programs could be administered. The 
hand-fabricated paper poppy became 
the clue to an answer. The little paper 

flower could be sold as a fund raiser 
item, but who would make the flowers? 
Poppies could be made by veterans. 
Patients! In time the process was, 
indeed, viewed by physicians for its 
intrinsic positive therapeutic value. 
The Auxiliaries in the Texas Units 
purchased the poppies from disabled 
and hospitalized veterans by the 
hundreds of thousands. They took the 
little poppies, sold them individually, 
and used the profits received to initiate 
or bolster programs providing gift items 
of entertainment or equipment for 
rehabilitation purposes. 
 
Extracted from: The American Legion 
Department of Texas, 1919-1986, An 
Official History by Harold M. Branton, 
Copyright 1987

History of The American Legion — The Mis-Shaped Poppy 
Submitted by Shirley Platt, Department Historian

Membership Corner
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Do you have an article or news announcement to share with 
the rest of the Department of Texas? If so, please follow 
these guidelines for submissions.

• Submit text in Word format (.doc, .docx) or as a text file 
(.txt or .rtf) or as a PDF. ONE ARTICLE PER EMAIL PLEASE.

• The ideal word count for our format is 200 - 500 words 
(maximum), preferably with no double spacing.

• Give your article a TITLE! Create a HEADLINE and save 
with a proper file name so we can easily recognize it.

• Tell us who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are 
just forwarding it to us.

• Attach any photos and/or artwork for your article separately 
in your email. DO NOT simply embed them in your Word or PDF 
file. Larger photos are best, and high resolution JPG files of 
300 dpi or better are preferred. Please name these files  
accordingly so we can track them along with your article. 

• Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding photo 
captions, name of the photographer, etc. Please note that 
due to spacing and layout requirements, we may not be 
able to use every photo or caption submitted  
(preferably 2 - 3 photos per article).

• Please spell check everything! Especially people’s names, 
web addresses, etc. We do our best to catch typos, and 
make corrections, but sometimes they still slip by. You can 
help us greatly by simply running the spell check function in 
your word processing software.

• We publish on our Website on the FIRST FRIDAY of the 
Month, with few exceptions. E-mail everything directly to 
times@txlegion.org by the 20th of every month, for it to  
appear in the following issue. This way we have plenty of 
time to work with in case we need to clarify anything with 
you. 

We hope you enjoy this issue, and hope you continue 
to help us grow and improve The Legion Times!
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John Hince, National Executive Committeeman
Bret Watson, Alternate National Executive Committeeman 
Gene Toohey, Immediate Past Department Commander
William West, Department Adjutant
Jeanette Merritt, Department Chaplain
Gary Sanders, Department Treasurer
J.D. Langley, Department Judge Advocate
Shirley Platt, Department Historian
Glenn Scott, Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Jerry Tatman, Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms 
Michael Simon, Director of Internal Affairs
Michael Lacy, Department Service Officer
Ron Peterson, Department Service Officer
Allen Sharp, Department Service Officer

DEPARTMENT VICE COMMANDERS 

David Etter, 1st Division
Clifton Guillory, 2nd Division
Danny Muth, 3rd Division 
George McHorse, 4th Division

DISTRICT COMMANDERS 

Andy Lowen, 1st District Commander
Cheryl Williams, 2nd District Commander  
Kim McCarthy, 3rd District Commander
Michael Olivarez, 4th District Commander
Keith Wilkerson, Sr., 5th District Commander
Russ Foster, 6th District Commander  
Steve Storey, 7th District Commander  
George Snell, Jr., 8th District Commander  
Bradley Stavinoha, 9th District Commander  
Phillip Kelly, 10th District Commander  
Cyndi Miller, 11th District Commander  
Chad Page, 12th District Commander  
Forrest Beadle, 13th District Commander  
Gea Clausier, 14th District Commander  
Albert Cavazos, 15th District Commander 
Ramon Montano, 16th District Commander 
Jeffrey Eaton, 17th District Commander  
Karl Barfoot, 18th District Commander 
Terry Landrum, 19th District Commander 
Eric Mayer, 20th District Commander  
Jeff Meurer, 21st District Commander  
Terry Contella, 22nd District Commander  
Brian F. Kanke, 23rd District Commander

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

2024-2025 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

mailto:times%40txlegion.org?subject=


2nd District Hosts Department Legion College at Dorie E. Miller Post 817  
Submitted by Cheryl Williams, 2nd District Commander
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Immediate Past Department Commander, Gene Toohey (left) presents 1st Vice 
Commander Larry Findley of Harker Heights Post 573 with the grand prize

Department Legion College Graduating Class of 2025

NALC Graduates Cheryl Williams, 2nd District Commander (left) and Cyndi Miller, 11th District Commander (right), provide training to Legionnaires from around the state

Graduate Euphemia “Thea” Davis, 2nd District Historian, Clifton Guillory, Department 
Vice Commander 2nd Division, and Cheryl Williams, 2nd District Commander



Fred Brock Post 828 Celebrates 106th Birthday of The American Legion 
Story by 1st Vice Commander Amanda Parham
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SAN ANTONIO – (March 15, 2025) – For 106 years, The American Legion has stood as a pillar of 
strength, service, and unwavering dedication to the nation’s veterans.

To recognize the occasion, members of Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 attended a cake-
cutting ceremony hosted by the post located on the city’s East Side.

The brief ceremony was administered by Post Commander Burrell Parmer who delivered the 
anniversary speech followed by cutting of a cake. 

“The American Legion is as important today as it was when it first began in 1919,” said Parmer. 
“We must continue to stay active in this worthy organization, not just for us now, but for our future 
veterans as well.”

Since its founding in the wake of World War I, The American Legion has been a steadfast advocate for 
those who have borne the weight of defending American freedoms.

“As we celebrate today, let us remember our past, honor our present, and boldly face our future,” 
Parmer said to those attending. “We must follow a path for growth by welcoming new generations of 
veterans into our ranks and advocating for those who have given so much in defense of our nation. 
Together, we will ensure that The American Legion remains as strong in the next century as it has 
been for the past 106 years.”

The mission of Fred Brock Post 828 is to enhance the well-being of San Antonio’s veterans, their 
families, the military, and the community by its devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Post Commander Burrell Parmer of Fred Brock American Legion 
Post No. 828, joined by Service Officer/Sons of The American Legion 

member Marcellus Hutchinson and President Pamela Money of 
San Antonio Auxiliary Unit No. 828, cuts a cake in recognition of the 

106th birthday of The American Legion at the post

Post Commander Burrell Parmer of Fred Brock American Legion Post 
No. 828 delivers a speech during a cake-cutting ceremony held at the 
post to recognize the 106th birthday of The American Legion
(Photo by 1st Vice Commander Amanda Parham/828)



ALR Chapter 179 - Fasching Run - New Braunfels 
Submitted by Shirley Platt – Department Historian
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At the Walton F. Hoffman Memorial ALR Chapter 179’s 7th Annual Fasching 
Run Fundraiser held in New Braunfels, Texas, March 1, 2025, they had an 
overflowing turnout from all over the state. Some riders coming from up to 
seven hours away to be a part of this event. Even three legion posts from the 
state of Illinois were represented. 

The riders presented checks to the age 14 and under Marion Girls Softball 
Teams. This donation goes a long way and allows our community to know 
what we are raising money for when we do these fundraisers. Also, there 
was a check presented to Foundation 14 to help with their efforts in 
supporting combat veterans, to get them on two wheels with some much 
needed “wind therapy”. 

Over 80 motorcycles chose to show up and take a morning ride. They were 
divided into two groups for a fun and safe ride. The community was left with 
no doubt who we are, and hopefully they looked into us to find out more 
about their local American Legion. 

After the ride, all returned to the post for a German lunch, games and silent 
auction along with great camaraderie.



Post 21 Legion Family Supports All Abilities 5K with Water Stop and Encouragement 
Submitted by Patricia A. Zuczek • Photos by Mary Garcia
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The Post 21 Legion Family was out in full force at the All Abilities 5K 
on March 29th, supporting participants by working the mid-race water 
stop that provided more than just hydration—it delivered motivation, 
camaraderie, and community spirit.

Sponsored by The Colony SCHEELS, the event welcomed runners, 
walkers, wheelchair racers, and hand cyclists of all backgrounds 
to the 3.1 mile course, with some even pushing wheelchair-bound 
young athletes to share in the experience. The Post 21 Warrior team 
enthusiastically handed out water, cheered on the competitors, and 
encouraged them every step of the way. Military runners were among 
those taking part, making the event even more meaningful for the 
Legion Family.

Even four-legged friends weren’t left out! A special doggie hydration 
station ensured that participating pups stayed hydrated alongside their 
human companions.

The Post 21 Legion Family’s presence exemplified their commitment 
to inclusiveness, support, and service—not just for veterans, but for 
the entire community. Their efforts helped make the All Abilities 5K a 
memorable and inspiring event for everyone involved.

Thanks to the support of The Colony SCHEELS and the dedication of the 
Post 21 Legion Family, the All Abilities 5K was a resounding success, 
demonstrating the power of community and the importance of 
accessibility in athletics. The Post 21 Warriors lived up to their 
mantra – “No Athlete Left Behind”.



Wm. M. Randolph ALR Chapter 593 – 20th Anniversary Rolling Run 
Submitted by Shirley Platt – Department Historian
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March 15, 2025 marked the 20th Anniversary of Converse, TX ALR Chapter 593 Rolling Run. After everyone enjoyed breakfast 
tacos, donuts and coffee, 65 motorcycles and 90 participants headed out for an estimated 100-mile ride. 

For safety there were three groups that left at 30-minute intervals. There were three stops that were much needed and, despite the 
25-50 mph wind gusts, a good time was had by the participants. 

After all participants returned safely to the Post, food was available and door prizes went to a number of participants. Also, both 
silent and live auctions took place. 

This event is Chapter 593’s major fund raiser each year. The funds raised will be used for Post support, Veteran and Children programs, 
and our own Veterans-Helping-Veterans program where assistance is given in building of fences, ramps, and completion of minor home 
maintenance and repair for veterans in need. (photos continued)
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SAN ANTONIO – (March 17, 2025) – The 
City of San Antonio’s Veterans Advisory 
Commission (VAC) and the Military and  
Veteran Affairs Department (MVAD) selected 
the 2024 Veterans of the Year, recognizing 
outstanding service to fellow veterans and 
contributions to the community. 

U.S. Army Veteran Jerry Cheatom of Fred 
Brock American Legion Post No. 828 was 
one of seven veterans recognized during the 
Military Transformation Task Force meeting 
held at the Concourse Level of City Tower.

“San Antonio is proud to honor these 
outstanding veterans for their dedication 
to service — both in uniform and in our 
community,” said MVAD Director and Post 
828 Legionnaire Maj. Gen. Juan Ayala, U.S. Marine Corps, retired. “Their commitment to supporting fellow 
veterans and making a positive impact reflects the values of Military City USA®, and we are grateful for 
their contributions.”

Established in 2024, the Veteran of the Year Award honors veterans who have demonstrated exceptional 
service to fellow veterans and made significant contributions to community and civic organizations. 

The award recognizes one veteran from each Military City USA® district, as well as one city-employed veteran, 
regardless of rank, who has served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Other Veterans of the Year included:

District 1:  Sgt. Arland Schnacker II, U.S. Army and City-Employed Veteran
District 3:  Sgt. Tony Fuentes, U.S. Army
District 7:  Command Master Chief Petty Officer Steven Viola, U.S. Navy
District 8:  Pfc. Kimberly Davis, U.S. Army
District 9:  Col. Arthur Downey, U.S. Army (Business and Professional Post No. 10)
District 10:  1st Sgt. Monica Morris, U.S. Army 

“This has been a long time coming, and I am confident that this program will only continue to grow and flourish,” 
said VAC Chairman and Post 336 Legionnaire Richard Delgado. “A huge thank you to District 2 VAC Representative 
Burrell Parmer for guiding us to the finish line and to Tim Woliver and Debe Clark along with the City of San Antonio 
Military and Veteran Affairs Department for providing the heavy lift to make this a reality.”

The VAC serves as an advocate for San Antonio’s military community, advising the mayor and city council on 
legislative matters affecting active-duty service members, veterans, and their families.

Post 828 Legionnaire Honored as a San Antonio Veteran of the Year 
Story by Post Commander Burrell Parmer



Strength in Sisterhood: Post 21 Women Veterans’ Quarterly Gathering 
Submitted by Patricia A. Zuczek
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On March 8, 2025, the bonds of sisterhood grew stronger as our Post 21 
women veterans and military friends came together for an event filled 
with shared experiences, laughter, and inspiration. These gatherings have 
become a sanctuary, a place where we celebrate our commonalities and 
remind each other that we are never alone in our journeys.

This quarter’s meeting was especially powerful, featuring three incredible 
guest speakers. Michelle Pope and Lyndsay Holcomb are with the North 
Texas Patriot Anglers, an organization dedicated to supporting veterans 
through the therapeutic benefits of fly-fishing. Michelle, a military spouse 
with a son currently on active duty, and Lyndsay, a US Navy veteran, 
shared stories of resilience and the healing power of nature. They are 
committed to bring opportunities to experience the therapeutic and 
calming effects of fly-fishing to women veterans.

We were also honored to hear from US Army Veteran Eva Fulton, who 
took us on a journey through her transformative experience walking the 
Camino de Santiago. As she shared the challenges and triumphs of her 
pilgrimage, we saw parallels to our own paths — our struggles, our 
endurance, and the clarity that comes from pushing beyond our limits. 
Her story reminded us that while every journey is personal, we are never 
truly walking alone.

As we sat together, swapping stories, offering encouragement, and 
celebrating our collective strength, it was clear that this sisterhood is 
more than just a meeting — it’s a lifeline. We lift each other up, stand 
together, and prove that there is power in numbers, reminding us that 
strength comes not just from within, but from the community around us.

Looking ahead to our next gathering, we carry with us the lessons from 
this meeting: the importance of connection, the healing found in shared 
experiences, and the unbreakable spirit of women veterans. Until next 
time, we remain stronger together.



Post 828 Legionnaire Presented with Quilt of Valor 
Story by Post Commander Burrell Parmer • Photos by Legionnaire Douglas Russell Jr.
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SAN ANTONIO – (March 28, 2025) – U.S. Army Veteran and Fred Brock American Legion Post No. 828 
Legionnaire Keith Toney was honored during a Quilt of Valor® (QOV) Ceremony held at the Vietnam Army 
Grunts Museum.  

A QOV is a quality, handmade quilt that is machine or hand quilted. It is awarded to a service member 
or veteran who has been touched by war. The Quilt says unequivocally, “Thank you for your service and 
sacrifice in serving our nation.”

The ceremony was conducted by Army Veteran Joseph Bray, the South Texas Civilian Aide to the Secretary 
of the Army and Quilts of Honor Group No. 559. A total of 15 veterans were presented with a QOV during 
the ceremony.

Toney, a former District 2 Councilman for the City of San Antonio, 
enlisted in the Army in 1971. In 1973 he deployed to Da Nang, 
Vietnam, serving one tour and was honorably discharged from the 
Army in 1974 as a specialist.

“I was honored to receive the quilt of valor,” said Toney, a member of 
Post 828 Board of Trustees. “I am still in awe.” 

Other Post 828 Legionnaires who have received a QOV have included 
Burrell Parmer and Graddie Robinson.

To honor veterans who served during the Vietnam War, Post 828 hosted 
its annual National Vietnam War Veterans Day Program at the post event 
center, March 29. 

Sponsored by Toney, the Willie Watson Family, and Sons of The American 
Legion Squadron No. 828, the event provided guests with free food and 
live entertainment by Vee Love & the Boys. 
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Hospital HELP Plan — Provides benefits for 
hospital stays including intensive care, cardiac care, 
care for cancer, rehabilitative facilities, and V.A. 
hospitals.*

Cancer Care — Provides important protection and a 
daily benefit if you are hospitalized due to cancer.*

Accidental Death — Helps provide financial 
protection for you and your family. Up to $5,000.00 
LegionCare AD coverage at no cost to Legionnaires 
is available: (activation required).* You can also 
purchase additional Accident coverage up to 
$100,000.00. 

On-The-Move Travel Accident — Provides up to 
$200,000.00 coverage when fatally injured in a 
covered accident while traveling, plus $500.00 
per day if a covered accident lands you in the 
hospital.*

ID Resolve — Provides 24-hour identity  
theft resolution that helps protect your  
money, your time and your financial 
reputation.*

Emergency Assistance Plus — Provides you with 
24/7 emergency medical and travel assistance 
services should something happen to you or your 
family while traveling away from home. 

Medicare Supplement Insurance — Supplements 
your Medicare Coverage at group rates.

Health & Dental Insurance — Request a quote on 
various Health & Dental Insurance Plans designed 
with you in mind.

Long-Term Care — Can help provide home health 
care, supervised adult care, and more.

Lifeline Medical Alert Service — Provides fast 
access to help in the event of a fall or medical 
emergency so you can live confidently and 

independently.

DeviceGuard — A simple, comprehensive, 
and affordable way to protect your devices—
from smartphones to laptops to digital     
           doorbells. Flexible plans and bundles      
           ensure that you only pay for the     

              protection you need.
Endorsed By Your  
American Legion  

Department

LEGIONNAIRE BENEFITS 
As a Member of the Legion Family, You Know How Important  

It  Is to Help Protect Those in Need ...

NOW WE CAN HELP
THE LIT PLANS CAN HELP WITH

• Hospital HELP Plan
• Cancer Care
• Accidental Death Protection
• On-The-Move Travel Accident
• Emergency Assistance Plus
• ID Resolve

       • Medicare Supplement Insurance
       • Health Insurance
       • Dental Insurance
       • Long-Term Care
       • Lifeline Medical Alert Service

https://www.thelit.com/


SCAN
for more!

Why It Matters
• Shop tax-free with military-

exclusive pricing
• 100% of Exchange earnings 

support Soldiers, Airmen, 
Guardians and families 

Veteran Shopping Benefits
• All honorably discharged 

Veterans shop tax-free for life 
at ShopMyExchange.com

• Disabled Veterans can shop  
in-store at PXs and BXs too

You Support Your Military Community 
When You Use Your Exchange Benefit

IT MATTERS WHERE YOU SHOP! 

https://shopmyexchange.com/vets
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rubycoproperties.com
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